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Professor Robert Klitzman, M.D., is a Professor of Psychiatry at the Vagelos College of 
Physicians and Surgeons and the Joseph Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia 
University, where he co-founded and for five years co-directed the Center for Bioethics, and 
founded and currently directs the Online and In-person Bioethics Masters and Certificate 
Programs.  He has written over 200 scientific journal articles, ten books, and numerous chapters 
on critical issues related medical humanities and bioethics, regarding end of life care, doctor-
patient relationships and communication, genetics, and other areas.  His books include Doctor, 
Will You Pray for Me?:  Medicine, Chaplains and Healing the Whole Person, When Doctors 
Become Patients,  Am I My Genes? Confronting Fate and Family Secrets in the Age of Genetic 
Testing,  Designing Babies:  How Technology is Changing How We Have Children, A Year-
Long Night: Tales of a Medical Internship, In a House of Dreams and Glass: Becoming a 
Psychiatrist, The Trembling Mountain: A Personal Account of Kuru, Cannibals and Mad Cow 
Disease, Being Positive: The Lives of Men and Women With HIV, The Ethics Police?: The 
Struggle to Make Human Research Safe, and Mortal Secrets: Truth and Lies in the Age of 
AIDS.  He has worked to enhance both professional and public education about these issues, as 
a regular contributor to the New York Times, CNN and Psychology Today, and writing for the 
Wasington Post, the Wall Street Journal and other publications.  He has received numerous 
awards for his work, including fellowships from the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation, the 
Russell Sage Foundation, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the Commonwealth Fund, the 
Aaron Diamond Foundation, the Hastings Center and the Rockefeller Foundation.


